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Home, Sweet Home'

Mid pleasures and palaces though we may roam,
Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home!
A charm from the skies seems to hallow all there,
Which, seek through the world, is ne’er met with elsewhere.
Home! home! sweet home!
There’s no place like home!
An exile from home, splendour dazzles in vain:
Oh! give me my lowly thatched cottage-again;
The birds singing gaily that came at my call:
Give me these; and the peace of mind dearer than all
Home! horne' sweet home!
There’s no p]ace like home!
Payne

Text 1
The House and the Flat | Live in

I live in a 9-storeyed block of flats in one of the newest districts in a pictur-
esque suburb of Samara (right in-the centre of Samara). 1t is impressive though
simple in architectural design. There are no superfluous ornamentations about it
and it looks quite modemn. The first priority is-its position. It stands a little back
from the busy road. It is separated from the latter by a lawn planted with trees still

young and slender.
l On the ground floor in the centre of the front there is a cafe. One of the wings
houses a bakery, the other wing houses a photographer’s and a radio-and-television
shop. In the centre of the back there is a kindergarten the entrance to wh1ch is from
the vard.

The two iron gates lead into a spacious yard. It is quite different from the
yards of most of the old houses, the so called “stone-wells” with no greenery and
very little sunlight. Qur yard is a large open space ﬂooded wuh sunlight on bright
days. It is planted with trees and shrubs. It has a number of playgrounds. In sum-
mertime they are prov1ded with swings, seesaws, merry- go-rounds volley-ball and
basket-ball facilities. There are also sand pits for younger children. Comfortable
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benches i in quiet spots give rest 10 grannies and mothers taking their babies out in
their prams.

In winter one of the playgrounds has™a toboggan slide, another usually the
largest, is turned into a skating-rink.

In spring and summer the yard looks its best, here and there on the balconies
and window-sills appear boxes with bright flowers.



Our block contains 230 flats varying in size. The smallest type is the one-
room flat or the bedsn ‘the largest is the four-room flat.

People of different professions live in our block: industrial workers, drivers,
artists, scientific workers, clerks, doctors, nurses, teachers etc. We occupy a three-
room flat on the fifth floor. We m;isually go-up in a lift. There are two more flats on
our landing. There is a number plate on out door. It says Flat 121,

If you press the button of the electric bell, one of my famlly will opcn the
door and show you inside. As you come in through the front door, you find your-
self in a large hall with a stand for hats, coats and umbrellas. There are two built-in
closets in the hall too. We use them as utility rooms. One of them s just for a
washing machine and a freezer. The other, big enough to walk into, is used for
storing food, household things, and garden tools. My mother is a fanatic gardener,
you know. We have a wonderful garden in the country, full of fruit-trees, beautiful
roses and a variety of other flowers. At one of the walls in the hall there is a small
table with a telephone and above it a large oval mirror. =~

One of the doors on the right of the hall leads into the living room. This room
faces south, so it is very sunny. It overlooks the park, so it has a lovely view of the
whole of it. The dominant feature in the room is a large table where we seat at least
eight people for dinner. Ap“‘a}'t‘?i'om that, the only other essentials in the room are
plants - lots of large, healthy green plants. Besides being a room, where we cgn
entertain, it is the room where we can relax and contemplate the magnificent scen-
ery. _
To the left is my bcdroom which I also use asa study !t has a large wmdow
leading onto the yard. My parent’s bedroom adjoms it' At'the cnd of the hall is a
bathroom, and next to it a lavatory. A door on.the right leads into the kitchen. In.
the kitchen the floor is covered with linoleum; neediess to say, there is plenty of
space. My mother is not that particular about having all the latest elecmcal gadgets
- she gets far greater pleasure from having traditional cooking utenslls around than
from switching on the latest wondertoyo,

The flooring is parquet in all the rooms. In the bathroom and lavatory both the
walls and the floor are tiled. I wish the floor was carpeted tf)roughout I know car-
pet is not half as convenient as t11es in the bathroom but still I would prefer some-
thing soft underfoot. '

Our flat is modern and spacious. Thc living room - has a high ceiling and is
painted in pale colour to give the effect of space. The bedrooms in the flat are pa-
pered, each wall-paper of a different pattern and colour.

There are a]l modern conveniences in the house such as electncxty, gas, cen-
tral heating, cold and hot running water. There is also a  ‘chute'in the house.

There is another thing I like about the house - its location and transport avail-
able. Buses and trolley-buses run every ten minutes, and just round the corner there
is a tram-stop, so it never takes me more than 20 minutes to get to the University.
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Text. 2
A House To Buy

J Jeremy
= Linda

J . What did you think of that place, ‘then?
Not bad, was it? .

L. Oh, it was lovely, it was really lovely. A very pretty house, a beauti fully
modernised cottage.

J.  Mmm... Not as big as the house we’ve got at the moment, though.

L. No, not as big, it’s true, but it’s in a much better location, with the
countryside all around, and lovely views from the bedrooms.

J.  It’s quite a long way from the station, isn’t it?
If we bought it, we’d have to drive to the station, we couldn t walk.

L. That wouldn’t matter. Yon can walk in summer if it’s a nice day. Ii'sa
lovely walk across the park. )

J. I'll tell you one. thing 1 didn’t like, actually, and that was the low ceil-
ings everywhere, cspecxally in the kltchcg il -

L. Yes, but think how expensive it is to heat our house at the moment, and

that’s partly because the ceilings are so high. If the ceilings were lower
it would be much cheaper to heat. I mean our gas bills would really go
down. .y

I suppose you’re right. But the lounge 1s tiny You couldn’t get more
than five people in it.

Yes, I know, but the thing to do with this house is to knock down the
wall between the living-room and the dining-room. Then you’d have a
good-sized room. And think how cosy it would be on a winter evening,
. beside that open fire. And the kitchen was big, anyway. And nice and
bright. ' ' _
Mmm... I'm afraid I didn’t like the bedrooms very much, with one on
the first floor and another two in thatconverzed loft.

Oh, 1 loved the bedrooms, particul ... well, all the bedrooms.

They’ re all double bedrooms, and with those views..

But the main one, the main one is right next to the street so that

would be very noisy.

But the street isn’t so noisy. I mean, it’s only 2 lane, it’s not really a
busy road. You wouldn’t hear very much. ;

Yes, true. And I suppose the children cah have the bedrooms on the top

. floor. The stairs are a bit dangerous. I'd have to fix them. And the roof

is leaking. If they don’t do something about that soon, the ceiling will
come down. It’s been raining a lot recently.

L. What about the outside? What did you think of that?
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1 thought it was very attractive, with the courtyard and then the garden.

I bet the courtyard catches the sun. We could eat out m summer,

L. Andit’s quite a big garden. And that’s a lovely nfdrure apple tree right
in the middle. Lots of space for your vegetables. So what do you think?

J. Well, I’'m not so sure. I don’t think it would be big enough for us.

L. OK. Think again, then.

Topical Vocabulary
Types of Houses / Places People Live

- detached house - not joined to any other house

- semi-detached house (= semi) - joined to one other house

- terraced house - joined to several houses to form a row = townhouse

- cottage = country house - small house in the country or in a village

- bungalow - [bA1)gal3¥] onHosTaxXHas naya ¢ BepaHaoli - house with one
storey (no upstairs)

- bedsit = bedsitter - bedroom and living room all in one (cnasbHasg ¥ roc-
THHag BMECTE)

- villa - large house with big gardens or a rented house in a holiday resort /
tourist area/

- one, (two, etc.) bedroom flat

-building = structure ( with a roof and walls)

- mansion - 0coOHsK = stately home  house

- in the suburbs = on the outskirts of..

Places in the House

- utility room - usually just for washing machine, freezer, etc. - noaco6Hoe
NOMELIEHHUE. ,

- shed - small building separated frorn the house usually for storing garden
tools = a barn.

- attic - room in the roof space of a ‘house (could be lived in).”

- loft - uepnax - space in the roof of a housé usually used only for storage.

- cellar - room below ground level, no windows, used for storage.

- basement - room below ground level, windows, for living / working.

- landing - flat area at the top of a staircase

- hall - open area as you come into a house

- porch - covered area before an entrance door

- pantry = larder - large cupboard (usually big enough to walk into) for stor-
ring food.



- terrace = patio ['p% t13] - BHYTPeHHHH OBOPHK, NaTHO - paved area be-
tween house and garden for sitting and eating, etc.

- study - a room for reading / writing / studying in

- nursery - room for children = baby’s room

- kitchen - room used for cooking

- dining room

- sitting room = living room = drawing room = parlour (ManeHbKas TOCTH-
Has) = common room (o6luas koMHaTa) = lounge (XOMHaTa I18 OTABIXA C
yaoOGHBIMHA KpecaaMu)

- a bedroom

- bathroom

- a lavatory = a toilet = water closet

- q store room

} utility room
- built - in closet

Additional Vocabulary
An Apartment Building

- balcony, - intercom
- fire escape - entrance
- fleor - basemnent
- steps - lobby ,
- hall - stairway = staircase = stairs
- elevator = lift - lodgia
Kitchen
- dishwasher ‘ - dish drainer
- microwave oven - gas stove / range
- electric stove '/ Tarnige - burner
- hotplate , -oven
- cabinet / a cupboard - kitchen sink
- counter - refrigerator
- freezer - blender
- toaster - cutting board
- teakettle < - coffeetaker
- frying pan = a skillet o - steamer -
- saucepan ‘ - colander
- can opener Co - bottle opener
-pot - - casserole dish

- canister - dish towel



- dishwashing liquid

- mixing bow]

- trash can

- hand mixer

- cooker hood

- electric coffee grinder

-closet
- (coat) hanger

- dresser = bureau = chest of drawers

- drawer <oor0n

- air conditioner

- curtains

- blinds

- carpet

- bed / single bed / double bed
- pillow

- blanket case = blanket cover
- dressing table

- scouring pad

- pot holder .

- cutlery drawer

- hot / cold water tap

- mincer = meat chopper (am.)

Bedroom

- pillowcase

- bedspread = coverlid

- blanket

- sheets

-Tug noeg

- alarm clock

- night table = bedside cabinet
- wardrobe

- duvet - IyXx0BO€ OHEsINO
- reading lamp
-beddings: »

- chandelier

Living-ﬂoom /Lounge/

- ceiling

- wall

- floor

- drapes

- armchair = easy chair = recliner /
- couch = sofa = chesterfield
- coffee table

- end table

- lamp

- ceiling fan

- painting

- frame

- vase

-VCR - ¢

-upholstered suite = seating group

- settee -

- cushion

- indoor plants = houseplants
-lampshade

- bookcase

- stereo system

- speaker

- wall-unit

- television

- remote control _ _ o
wall - to - wall carpeting = fitted car-
peting



Bathroom

- shower - wastebasket =“wastepapcr\bésiét -
- shower head - hand towel

- shower curtain . - bath towel

- fauset (hot water - cold water) - towel rack

- bathtub - hair dryer

- wash-basin=sink - hamper

-bath mat . - tile

- medicine chest = medicine - toilet

cabinet toilet paper

Houses and Surroundings

- chimney - backyard

- roof - garden.

- porch ‘ - entrance exit

- front door, back door ’ - kitchen / vegetable garden

- window: - screen -barne

- window pane "- shed

- window frame - gate

- garage - hedge / fence

- driveway - path

-lawn touoee - drainpipe :

- garbage can - TV aerial

- patio - satellite dish
-shutters

Vocabulary Practice
1. Find English equivalents of the following words and phrases. Use them in sen-
tences of your own:
A. MHOTO3TaKHbI# IOM
XUBOMHCHbIE OKPECTHOCTH
H3NHILHUE (Ype3MepHble) YKpalleHus
apXMTEKTYPHBIA 3aMbiCell
Ha TEPBOM 3Taxe
IETCKHUHA can
RPOCTOPHbBIA IBOP .
65ITh HANOJIHEHHBIM COMHEYHbIM CBETOM
JIETCKHE MUIOIanKH
cuabxaTh (obecrne4nBaTh)
Kayemnu; Kapycenb
BoneiibonbHble ¥ GackeTOONbHBIE NNOLIAIKH



[3%]

necoYHuUa
JIeTCKag Koscka

KaTOK

ropa Iyig KaTaHus Ha caHsX
ONHOKOMHATHAasA KBapTHPa
JecTHAYHAs Njoamka
3JIEKTPHYECKUH 3BOHOK
BCTPOEHHBIE WKadp!
BBIXOJUTH Ha
HeoTheMNIeMas 4acTh
cosepuars

TIPUMBIKATh

KYXOHHbi€ IPUHAIICKBOCTH
HACTHJIKA 110JICB

KOBPOBOE ITKPBITHE
obon L
HaxoXaeHHe (PacloTOKeHLE)
COBPEMEHUBIH KOTTemK
TIpeKpacHbIH BH

HW3KHE NOTONOK

KOMHaTa JUIsl OTDbIXa
COMATbH CTEHY

Honpluag xoMHaTa

-gepaax

NponycKaTh BOAY
BHYTPEHHHE JBOD
MHOTO MecTa .

How many synonyms do you know.

suburb (n)
modern (adj.)
comfortable (adj.)
quiet (adj.)
contaiz {v)

vary (v)
wonderful (ad}.)
dominani (adj.)
magnificent (adj.)
location (n)
pretty (adj.)

walk (v)

lounge (n)

knock down (v)
loft (n)

i



L tiny (adj.)
outlet (n)
suite (n)
built - in - furniture {n)
fitted carpeting (n)
piece of furniture

3. Match these words with their opposites:

modern goup

young ' ‘pale

{front outside
entrance cheap

quiet . old- fashloned '
inside , low

high exit

bright noisy
expensive ‘back

go down old

badly furnished well fumished

’4. What do you call

1) not joined to any other house?

a) a house

2) joined to several houses to form a row‘?

3) joined to one other house? -

4) a small house in the country or in a village?

5) a large house with big gardens or a rented house ina hohday resort”

'6) a house with only one storey? (no upstaxrs)

7) a stately house?

b) a room
1) for washing machine, freezer, etc.? ‘
2) below ground level, with wmdows for living / working?:

~3) people sleep in?

4) people have rmeals m”

5) where a person studies, reads, wntes etc.?

6) where children sleep, play and have meals?.,

7) where people spend time after dinner or supper?’
8) where food is cooked?

9) where food is kept?

10) in the roof space of a house?



5. Where in a typical house would you look for the following things?
1) arake
2) cutlery
3) a coat-hanger
4) suitcases
5) a power point
6) a porch
7) a grater
8) old empty boxes

in the loft or in the cellar, or in a shed;

usually in every room;

in the kitchen, probably in a drawer;

a garden shed or a garage; ‘

a kitchen or dining-room drawer;

a-wardrobe;

in front-of one of the entrance doors (front or back);
a cupboard, or perhaps an attic.

6. Supply articles where necessary. Copy out the names of the parts of the house
and translate them into Russian: : ‘

1) In _ most old houses there was always _ basement where they kept _ coal.

2)In _ summer we lived in Olittle room in _ attic, just under _ roof of _ cot-
tage. beautlful view opened from _ _ balcony. o

3) In many _ storeyed houses ‘there is always _ staircase leading up to _ upper
storeys and to _ garret. - T

4) Every flight of stairs in _ house we live in contains twelve steps. _ railing
prevents us from _ falling over into _wellhole when we walk up and down _ stairs.

5) In many - storeyed houses there is generally _ lift in which you may get up
to _ landing, on to which your flat opens. _:lift in - house saves you trouble of _
walkme Stairs.

6) 1 have (bath in _ evening before | go to _bed.

7)Iwassullin _ bed when my friend called in _ morning.

8) There is room in our flat where nobody wants to live, because its only
window opens into _ staircase.

9) There is _ room enough here for your armchair.

10) He tried to get _ tickets for,_ concert, but there was only _ standing _ roum

left.

7. Fill the gaps with a suitable word

1) 've got a darkroom in the _ where I develop films. It’s perfect because
there are no windows down there. :

2)Is there a _ where I can plug in this radio?

12



3) You'd better have a_ under your drink in case you mark that side-table.
It’s an antique. C. . v

4) The waste - bin’s full again. "1l empty it. é’ n- "0/”@”‘3

Are there any more _ ? Where are they?

5) We keep our skis up in the _ during the summer. They’re out of the way up
there. ‘

6) You'll find the garden _ chairs in the _ at the bottom of the garden. Bring
them up and we’ll have a drink on the _ and watch the sunset. .

7) The light - switch for the stairs is on the _ as you come out of your bed-
room.

8) ’'ve movedtoa _now as ] found I couldn t manage the stairs any more at
my age.

loft (attic is also possible);
landing;

bin-liners;

cellar;

bungalow;

power point (socket);
coaster;

shed / garage; terrace / patio

8. Supply the missing prepositions and adverbs where necessary:

1) The block _ flats I live _is simple _ architectural design.

2) _ the ground floor __the centre _ the front-there is a photographer’s.

3) Our yard is quite different _ the yards _ most _ the old houses.

4)_ summertime the playgrounds are provided _ swings, merry - go - rounds,
volley - ball and basketball facilities.

5) Our block contains 250 flats varying _ size.

6) We have a wonderful garden _ the country, full _ fruit - trees, beautiful ro-
ses and a variety _ other flowers. :

7) _ one _ the walls __ the hall there is a small table _ a telephone and _ it a
large oval mirror.

8) _ the left is my bedroom Wthh I also-use as a study.

9) _ the kitchen the floor is covered _ linoleum.

10) My mother is not that pamcu]ar having all the latest e]ccmca] gadgets.

11) The bedrooms _ the flat are papered _ wall - paper _ a different pattern
and colour, , ' .

12) The house we’ve got _ the moment is _ a much better location,” _ the
countryside all around, and lovely views _ the bedrooms.

13) We hoped that our gas bills would really go _ :

14) The thing 1o do _ this house is to knock _ the wall _ the living - room and
the dining - room.



9. Here is a list of factors you might consider when deciding on a house to buy .
Add your own ideas, and put them in order of i importance for youself. .
If you think location is the most important factor put Fig.1.
Price.
Number of rooms:
Location.
Near to public transport
New.
old.
Condition.
Garden.
Central Heating.
Size of living-room.
Separate dining-room.
Nice Views,
Sunny.
Work in pairs. Compare your list with your partner’ s- Ask why he / she chose
that order. Justify your own order.

10. Translate into English:

1) ¥ Bac Benr HoBas kBapTUpa? - [la, y MeHs Tenepb qynecnas KBapTHPa
B 1eCATH MHHYTax XOXbObl OT MeTpo. Haw oM - B HOBOM MuKpOpaiioHe.

- Ha xakom araxe? - Ha TPETbEM. - Bonbmwas? - ﬂoaonbno (rather)
onbinas: rocTHHas, kabHHeT, CIaNbHA, BaHHAs M MaJleHbKas nepgagss.
- Bama xBapTHpa co Becemy ynoGcramu? - Koneuno. I“opsmasz W XOJI00-

Had BOAA, UEHTPANIbHOE OTOILIEHKE, Ta3, Mycoponposozx H 3NEKTPUYECTBO. -
Ectb B 20Me mud1? - J1a. V Hac B IOME IBeHANUATD 3TaXel. y

2) ¥ moeit ceMby HeGOMbLIAs, HO YHAOGHAA,. XOpOIlo’ cnnaﬂuponaﬂna»‘ )
ksapTupa B uentTpe Camapsi. Hama KBapTHpa Ha TPEThEM 3Taxe. Mos Kom-
HaTa caMas MajieHbKas, HO OYeHb YIOTHas u cseTnas. B meit 6om,moe OKHO ¢
KpacuBbIMH 3anaseckaMu. KomHaTa odeHb Temmas. B KOMHaTe JOBONBHO
muoro Mmebenn. ITocepenune KOMHATb! CTOUT He60nbmoﬁ prr'ibm cron 'BO-
KPYT HEro HeCKOJNbKO CTyibeB. Hanpaso oT OKHA - MOJi NHChMEHHBII CTOMN.
Ilepen cronoM kpecno. 5 o4eHb OGO CUAETL B ITOM Kpecie, OHO MATKOe U
vnobHoe. Ha MUCLMEHHOM CTOJIE --MaCCa BEWIEH: MUuIyas MaliMHRa. KaileH-
napb. 'Yachl, JAMIA MOJ 3EJEHbIM abAXYpOM, aHTTIMHACKHE U PYCCKHE. KHUTH,
XKVPHAJbl ¥ ra3eThl, TeTPamy, PYUKH, kapanaawu. Hamg ¢ToxoM - ofIka ¢ KHU-
ramu. HanpaBo oT nBepy - ManeHbKUN CTOMMK ¢ MarHUTOGOHOM Ha HeM, My -
oueHb MOOUM MY3blIKyVB OZHOM M3 yIIOB - IMBaH-KPOBaTh. PAOM C aMBa-
HOM-KPOBATb¥X0 BCTPOEHHbIR MaTsaHok ixad, OGou B Moel Kowma're CBETIO-
KOpHYHEBbIE. Y HAC eCTh Tene<bon OH B nipuxoxéit.



Oral Practice

1. Before vou start working at the texts pracnse the sounds in the following
words:

picturesque [,piktSeresk]
architectural [La:kitektSaral]
superfluous [sju:p3:flves]
ornamentation  [,5:nemen'teilon]
priority [praipriti]
separate ['sepereit]
cafe [kefei]
photographer [fotografa)
kindergarten ['kindsga:tn}
spacious ['speiSas]
toboggan {ta'bogen]
vary ['vearn]
closet [klpzit]

oval [3vval]

mirror ['mira]
contemplate ['kontempleit]
linoleum {lin3vlism]
gadget [‘gad:l)it]
parquet ['paikei]
utensil fjurtens!]
dangerous {"deind=res]
courtyard [kotja:d]
mature [metjya]

2. Now read Text 1 carefully and answer the following questions:
1) Where do you live?
2) Is your block of flats simple in architectural desi gn”
3) The first priority is its position, isn’t it?
'4YWhat is there on the ground floor of your block of flats?
5) Is your yard different from the yards of most of the old houses?
6) Does your yard always look its best?
7) How many flats does your block contain?
8) Who lives in your block?
9) What flat do you like in?
10) Do you go up in a lift?
11) How many flats are there on your landing?
12) Describe your hall.
13) Are there any utility rooms in your flat?

15



What are they for?

14) Have you got a wonderful garden in the country?

15) What about your living-room? What is the dominant feature in this room?
16) How many bedrooms have you got?

17) What other rooms are there in your flat?

18) Is your mother particular about having all the latest electrical gadgets?
19) What is the flooring in all the rooms?

20) Do you find carpet as convenient as tiles in the bathroom?

21) Is your flat modern and spacious?

22) Are there all modern conveniences in the house?

23) What about the location of the house?

3. Are these statements true or false?
Use the phrases in the list

True False

I fully agree with you! 1 disagree with you! (on that point)
I'm of the same opinion. 1 differ from you.

That’s all nght! Far from it.

That’s it! Just it! Exactly so! Just the reverse.

I'm all for it! Just the other way round!
Undoubtedly. Nothing of the kind.

Beyond all doubts! I object to it.

Looks like that. It makes no sense.

1 think so. I expect so. By no means.

1) You live in a 12 - storeyed block of flats in one of the newest districts in a

picturesque suburb of Samara.

2) There are many superfluous ormamentations about your block of flats.
3) On the ground floor in the centre of the front there is a photographer's.
4) Your yard is like the yards of most of the old houses with no greenery and

very little sunlight.

5) In winter your yard is covered with a lot of snow and there is nowhere for

children to play.

6) Your block contains 230 flats of one and the same size.

7) Teachers and doctors live in your house.

8) There are two lifts in your block.

9) There is no number plate on your door.

10) Your hall is small and there are no built - in closets in it. -

11) Your mother is not fond of gardening, that’s why you have no garden in

the country.

12) Your living-room faces south, so it is very sunny.
13) There are lots of large, healthy green plants in the kitchen.
14) You use your bedroom as a study.

16



15) Your parents have,their gwn bedroom. = . -

16) There is plenty of space in the kitchen.

17) Your mother is crazy about having all the latest electrical gadgets.

18) The flooring is parquet in all the rooms.

19) Your ropom.is modern-and spacious.

~20) There are only some-modern conveniences in your flat: central hcatmg,

cold running water and electricity.

21) 1t takes you an hour to get to the University as you live far from it.

4. Pair work
Where would you like to live? Why?
Group work
Try to persuade those who disagree
with you that your choice:is best
Example:
A: I’d like to live in the flat because it’s nearest to the centre.
B: But it’s smaller than the others and much noisier, I’d like ...

5. What particular featdres would you like your house to have? Be realistic!

open fire-places : shutters” ..
air - conditioning fitted carpets -
patio. ’ fitted wardrobes
balcony loft space

utility room

6 "Listen to the dzalogue ( T ext 2) = -
- Between a married.couple, Linda dand Jeremy, who are talkmg abom a house
that they have ]ust seen and that they are thmkmg of buyme

7. Now read the dm!ovue carefullv and answer the followmg questlons
1) What’s Linda’s / Jeremy’s opinion of - C
a) Jocation
b} lounge
¢) kitchen
_d) bedrooms ?
2) What is Linda’s general 1mpressnon of the house?
What is Jeremy’s?
3) Describe the house that they are talking abouL
Give facts, not their opinions.



Brain—storming Activities

1. Adjectives and nouns

Students suggest adjective - noun phrases, for example, a comfortable flat.

As the phrases are suggested, write the adjectives in a column down the left -
hand side of the board, and the nouns on the right - hand side, so you will get
something like this:

a comfortable flat

modern conveniences
a3 - storeyed house

a green lawn

alow fence

Then they volunteer ideas for different combinations and you draw a line to
join the two words. If someone suggests an unusual or strange combination, they
have to justify it.

11 Associations

Vocabulary review and enrichment through imaginative associations start by
suggesting an evocative word: «bathroom», for example. A student says what the
word suggests to him or her - it might be «ultra - modern». The next student sug-
gests an association with the word «ultra-modern», and so on round the class.

II1. Chain story

Begin telling a story. Before you start, ask each student to choose a word. It
can be an item of vocabulary recently learnt. The students continue the story trying
to use the word they have chosen. E.g. The teacher begins: I live in a five - sto-
reyed building in the centre of ... '

The students may give way to their imagination while continuing the story.

IV. How many things can you think of in your flat that ...?
... are rectangular?
... are round?
... are long and thin?
... make anoise?
... work on electricity?
... are made of paper / wood / glass?
... people enjoy looking at? /
... you can use to sit on?

V. What Might You Do With it?
One student stands with her back to the board, she is a guesser. You write on
the board the name of an article of furniture or a well - known household object.
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The rest of the class help the guesser to find out what the word is by suggesting
things they might do with it. They should use their imagination, and not give away
the answer by suggesting the obvious use at least, not immediately. For example, if
the object is the carpet, they could say things like:

My cat could sleep on it. 1 might relax on it, etc.

. Role — play «Room to Let»
_ Variation 1
Students are going away-for a Jong time and wish to let their room flat or
house. They have put an advertisement in the newspaper, and are answering tele-
phone inquiry. '
Ask each pair to swop the advertisements. They now have in front of them
the advertisement they are phoning about.
Ask students to role - play the phone call in which they ask for more infor-
mation about the room, flat or house. They may ask such questions as.
- Exactly where is it? v
- What is the kitchen like?
- What is the bathroom like? etc.
They must fimish the role - play by agreeing on a time to view the accomo-
dation.

Variation 2
«Share - a flat»
Write the following advertisements for flat sharing on the blackboard, and
explain that this is what many people do in large cities in Britain:

Twickenham. Prof. 26 + would like Wimbledon. 3 rd person, non-
one person to share centrally heated smoker, to share lux. flat. Own
{ house. Non-smoker, own room. room. - 75

7 mins. from BR station. Gdn.
£ 160 pcm.

Tel: 019826448

The students write an advertisement of the kind, and then role - play the in-
‘quiry. The students need to know not only about the accomodation, but also about
the people they would be sharing with, for example how many people? How quiet /
lively is the life style? Do they have anything in common?

«At a House - Warming Party»

The Popovs have just moved to a new flat. The have redecorated it, furnished
it in the most lavish scale and now have invited friends and acquaintances to cele-
brate the event. They live in a nine-storeyed building in the downtown section of
“Samara. Their new 4 - room flat is on the fifth floor.
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Role - cards:

Mrs Popova
Age 34
You are a teacher of English at school. You are quiet, kind and hospitable. It
has been your long time dream to get a flat of the kind. You are happy to show
your friends the rooms, the kitchen and the bathroom, The latter is equipped with
modern equipment and seems ideal to Mrs Popova.

Mr Popov
Age 36
You are a surgeon. You work at one of the best hospitals in Samara. You are
resolute, businesslike and very handy. You’ve improved a lot of things in the flat
and are very proud about if. The lounge is the best room in the flat to your mind.
It’s the place where you get together in the evening to watch TV and to discuss the
events of the day. You laugh loudly and are in the habit of rubbing your hands
while showing the flat to your friends.

Tanya Popova
Age 14
You are a very lively school-girl. The nursery is the foom you are sharing
with your 7 - year - old brother. It is light, cosy and nice. Your books, flowers and
2 aquariums make it very special. You are ready to show the guests everythmg in
the room: toys, pictures, pets. ‘

Mr Rogov A _

' Age 40

You are the oldest friend of the family. You are very noisy, talkative and ges-
ticulate all the time expressing your likes and dislikes. Mr Popov’s study attracts
your attention with its computer, audio and video systems, rows of bookshelves
comfortable armchairs and a solid writing table.

The teacher may suggest as many role - cards as there are studénts in the
group taking into consideration language level of students their motlvanon and
interest in role - playing.
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Additional Material
A Room of my Own

Before Reading: 1. Tell your partner what kind of place you live in, and
" what your favourite room is. Give your reasons. ‘
2. Do rooms reflect our personalities? In what way
would you decorate and furnish a living - room or a bed-
room?

Reading: 1. Look at the photograph and read the text about Ivan
Steward to find out what kind of place he lives in, and
what kind of person he is.

Ivan Steward is a window cleaner. Not only is window cleaning his bread and
butter, it is also his inspiration, because some of his ideas on interior decoration
came to him by looking through his customers’ windows. He once saw a seaman’s
chest looking splendid in someone’s room and he set his heart on finding a similar
chest. He finally came across one in Bermondsey market. «They told me it was an
old chest that had been washed up on the shore - I wanted to beligve that, so it is
true as far as I'm concerned». Now it is in the sitting - room of his top - floor flat,
with its panoramic view of London.

If the room has a faintly continental gir that’s because while c]eamng win-
dows in Holland he, notlced that Dutch peo;ﬁe tended to have wooden floors rather
than fitted carpets, «They-have all these different coloured woods, so 1 decided
every time [ came back I was going to brmg back some wood». v

Ivan, now 41, is just under two metres tall, long - limbed - ideal window -
cleaner’s physique - and soft - voiced, with a gentle manner but a considerable de-
gree of drive and enthusiasm. As well as being a window - c]eaner he is also an
actor. Before he was either, he was a fireman.

Ivan bought the Persian rug in a carpet sale out of the money he was paid for

-playing Ambrose in the TV series «Robin of Sherwood». His role of Simpkins in
the film version of «Porridge» paid for the sofa and the Victorian farmhouse chair.
His mother, who died some years ago, gave him the cheese plant, and most of the

other plants he bought in Columbia Road flower market. The television set stands
on a cut down Victorian table he bought in Bermondsey market. He is devoted to
dogs, and his girlfriend gave him the carved wooden dog on the television set. He
also has a retriever called Sidney.

The African figure on his coffee table is one of three he bought in Dar es Sa-
laam when he went to stay with a fellow drama student who lived in Africa. He
came across the pair of boat pamtmgs at a Sunday jumble sale in Essex.

Ivan keeps all his hps in the gin bottle and is hoping to buy his flat from the
council.

2. Answer the following questions: ~

a) Where does lvan get ideas for decoratmg his flat?

b) What jobs does he do, and what other job has he done?
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¢) What is he saving for?
d) Do you think Ivan is an interesting person? Live your reasons.
~e) What do you think bread butter in the second sentence means?
~3. Where did Ivan get the following things from, and where are they in the
room?

a) the seaman’s chest

b) the Persian rug

¢) the sofa

d) the Victorian chair

¢) the plants

f) the television table

g) the wooden dog

h) the African figure

i) the pictures

j) the tips

4. Find five prepositional phrases (a phrase with a preposition and a noun) in
the text. Each phrase should include one each of following prepositions: - in, -
through, - at, - on.

Example: He saw a seaman’s chest looking splendid in somebody’s room.

5. Look again at the first paragraph of the text. The first sentence (/van Stew~
ard is a window cleaner) introduces the person under discussion. The second sen-
tence gives some general supporting information about the subject of the text (i.e.
his interest in interior decoration).

a) What does the third sentence (He once saw a seaman’s chest . ) add to the
paragraph?

b) How does the last sentence ( help to kind this paragraph to the next para-
graph" )

Text Work
Before you read the text entitled «Describe your Ideal House», think of your
own ideas on the subject under the headings:
- position '
- style ‘
" - high / low priorities
- special features
Now. see it you have anything in common with the writer of this composition.

Describe Your Ideal House
The first priority is its position. It must be overlooking the sea. Without this,
the house, however perfect, could not be ideal.
The house itself would be modemn and spacious. The principle room would
have a high ceiling, and it would be pamted in pale colours to give the effect of
space. One side of the room would be made of glass so that I could look at the sea,
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and outside there would | be:a terrace where we could.eat on summer evenings. In
addition, the room would have a polished wooden floor with exquisite Persian rugs
scattered around. The dominant features:in the room would be an open fire for
cooler evenings, and a:large. table where T could seat at bast eight people for din-
ner. Apart from that, the only ather essentials in the room are plants - lots of large,
healthy ;green plants. Besides being a room where I could entertain, it would also
be the room where I could relax and.contemplate the magnificent scenery.

1"d like the kitchen to have .a tiled floor and, needless 0 say, there would be
plenty of space. I'm not that particular about having all the latest electrical gadgets
- 1 would get far greater pleasure from having traditional ¢ooking utensils around
than from switching on the latest wondertoy.

The other room downstairs would be a work room. Here 1 could set up my
pottery with a wheel, kiln and space for all the equipment. Just as my living room
would have a large window overlooking the sea, so my workroom would have a
similar view which would inspire me.

From the living room a spiral staircase would lead up to the first floor. Here
you would find the bedroom and bathrooms. The floor would be carpeted through-
out. The main bedroom would be slightly bigger than the others and would have it
own bathroom. I know carpet is not halt as convenient as tiles in a bathroom but
still I would prefer something soft underfoot. In common with the rest of the house,
the first floor rooms would be painted in pale colours.

Last but not least,music. I'd like there to be a music system which could be
heard in every room in the house if and when required. These are some of the fea-
tures of my ideal house.

Exercise 1. Use the «Similarities» «and adding points» about features, rooms,
decorations in your house of flat.

eg. Both the kitchen and the bathroom have tiled floors.

1...1is similar to ...

2. Have one important thing in common ...

3. In common with ...

4, Neither ... nor

S.Justas ..., so

6. In addition to ...

7. Apart from (that) ...

‘8. Besides being ...

9. Moreover, .

Exercise 2. Descrxbe your ideal living room / bedropm / kitchen / bathroom,
etc. Use «Adding points» phrases. #

Exercise 3. Compare. your description with a nelghbour s and find any simi-
larities and differénces.
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